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Aiming to dispel the notion that Britain is exclusively responsible for the formation of the Persian

Gulf's modern states, this text puts into perspective the central roles played by the Ottoman empire

and explains the reasons behind the Ottoman occupation of the Persian Gulf in 1871.
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"The nineteenth-century Persian Gulf has been much studied but, Anscombe stresses, always

relying primarily on the British archives and therefore seen predominantly from the British point of

view. He instead bases his work on the Ottoman documents and sees the Gulf from the perspective

of Instanbul.... Excellent." -- "Middle East Quarterly"

What caused the decline of the Ottoman empire in the Persian Gulf? Why has history credited only

London, not Istanbul, with bringing about the birth of the modern Gulf States? Using the Ottoman

imperial archives, as well as European and Arab sources, Anscombe explains how the combination

of poor communication, scarce resources, and misplaced security concerns undermined Istanbul's

control and ultimately drove the Gulf shaikhs to seek independence with ties to the British.
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